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MESSENGER 

Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata 

Wednesday 

December 11, 2013 

7:00 PM 

Love Offering will be received 

Refreshments Following 

ALL ARE WELCOME!  
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CHURCH BOARD  

PRESIDENT   Dan Zahn 

VICE PRESIDENT  Dwight Nestrick 

SECRETARY  Sue Kalkman 

TREASURER  Kearney Kier 

FACILITIES   George Mattila 

FINANCE   George Eisemann 

HOSPITALITY  Ruth MacDonald 

OUTREACH   Judy Evans 

WORSHIP   Lyn Dunn 

MISSIONS    Mark Herbers 

 

 

Check out our CHURCH WEBSITE!  

Take a minute, open the following website 

and have a look: www.tgochurch.org 

There is a lot of information about our 

church and what is happening. There are 

many pictures, recordings of the Sunday 

Sermons, Choir Anthems, and Special Mu-

sic that you can listen to online or burn to 

a CD for later playback. If you have any 

questions é..ask Paul Thomas, Roger 

Bieberich, Bill Severance, or call the 

Church Office. 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  

Please sign up for a Christmas Poinsettia to dec-

orate our church for Christmas.  You may specify 

loved ones that you wish to memorialize or hon-

or.  The cost is $15.00 per poinsettia. They will be 

displayed on Sunday, Dec. 22nd. Any funds re-

maining after the purchase of the poinsettias will 

be distributed to one of our church supported 

ministries. Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall 

on Dec. 1, 8 or 15, or call Rosemary Stagg at 282-

7767.  Please Note:     

Beginning in January 2014 we 

will have two services each 

Sunday. First service at  

8:30 AM with fellowship  

time afterwards. Second  

service at 10:15 AM.  

Deadline for the January 2014 Messenger 

is Wednesday, December 18. 
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   Dr. David W. Price ~ Lead Pastor 

    The òHeaven Sideó Of Christmas 

 

Itõs the Christmas season once again.  We barely get past Thanksgiving, when the season 

seems to gain momentum.  
 

Everywhere you look Christmas decorations are beginning to appear.  The malls and shop-

ping centers are already decorated and are offering early Christmas shopping.  
 

All of these things point to the òhuman sideó of Christmas.  We put up a Christmas tree and 

decorations.  We buy presents for each other.  We go to neighborhood Christmas parties and 

travel to see friends and family.  
 

The òhuman sideó of Christmas can be a wonderful time of love, family, and friendship. 
 

There is another side of Christmas ð the òheaven sideó. Itõs what God intended at the First 

Christmas.  
 

The òheaven sideó of Christmas is told to us in the Gospels in such magnificent terms.  It is 

Christmas in the ògrand schemeó of God.  Christmas is what God the Father orchestrated 

when He sent His One and Only Son to redeem the world from sin.  Itõs like a majestic move-

ment in a musical masterpiece:  
 

The Star in the East . . . shines ever so brightly.  

The Angels announce Jesusõ birth to the shepherds. 

The Shepherdõs visit the place where the King of the Jews is born. 

The Magi travel from afar to bring gifts to the new King of Israel.  
 

Christmas is God the Fatherõs delivery of the greatest Christmas gift ever given and received.  

Itõs the moment when God intervenes in the long night of sin and bondage and gives us the 

gift of the ôLight of the World.ó 
  

This Christmas, we have yet another opportunity to see the òHeaven Sideó and the òHuman 

Sideó of Christmas in operation.  Letõs make the most of it! 
 

Merry Christmas,  
 

Dr. David W. Price  

Lead Pastor  
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Recently, we had the joy of seeing three of our church members be baptized.  It was 
such a great thing to witness Jesusô commandment to ñbaptize them in the Name of 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.ò 

As Tom, Steve, and Walt were baptized they presented an outward confession of an 
inward experience: They publically professed that Jesus is Lord of their lives. 

It was great to see so many come out to share this moment together.  We are looking 
forward to the next baptism. 

Blessings, 

Dr. David W. Price 

Lead Pastor 

Thomas Fearon 

Walter Haines 

Steve Teicher 



 

Blessing of 

the Prayer 

Shawls 

November 10, 2013 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 

2nd and 4th Friday of each month at 

9:00 AM in the church narthex.  

All are welcome to come and create 

shawls. Donations of 3 skeins (of the 

same dye lot) of yarn are always wel-

come for us to turn into a Prayer Shawl. 

Contact Rosalind Zahn at 269-7957 if 

you have any questions. 
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Outreach Committee 

The Outreach Committee activities continue: 

¶ Track visitors and make visits 

¶ Visit shut-ins, those who are in nursing homes, and those who are hospitalized.  

¶ Send greeting cards to those who are grieving, ill or need a word of encouragement. 

¶ Deliver CDôs of our worship services to shut-ins (please notify the office if there is a need). 

¶ Plan for the receiving of new members on January 12, 2014. 

¶ We will be delivering a packet of GOCC information to new TGO residents. 

¶ Distribute Leaves of Gold to family members who have lost a loved one and a daily devotional book 
to service men & women who are in active service and part of the GOCC family. 

IF THERE ARE NEEDS RELATING TO THE LIST ABOVE, PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE 
OR JUDY EVANS, CHAIR (267-3726) The next Outreach Committee Meeting is Fri., Dec. 6 at 2:00 

New Member Reception 

New members will be received on Sunday, January 12th. Anyone desiring to be a member/associate 

member should contact the church office. 

ñThere are two levels of membership available at Great Outdoors Community Church. You can join as 

a full member (no membership in another church) or as an associate member (still maintaining mem-

bership in another church). Both levels of membership afford full voting privileges and the ability to hold 

any elected or appointed office." 

 

With Deepest Sympathy 

To Connie Moore and family upon the loss of her husband, Jon Polyak. 

 

To Mary Hamilton and family upon the loss of her husband, Dana Hamilton. 

 

To Pastor Jeff & Connie Moody and family upon the loss of his brother, Bob Moody and also his  

nephew, Adam Kearns. 
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Menôs Group 

The Great Outdoors Community Church 

Menôs Group is planning four informative, fun 

breakfasts for the season. Please mark your 

2014 calendar with these dates: 

 Saturday, January 18 

 Saturday, February 22 

 Saturday, March 15 

 Saturday, April 19 

The breakfasts will be held in the Fellowship 

Hall at 8:00 am and are open to all men in 

our community, as stated in our Mission 

Statement ñto provide men of the congrega-

tion and the community fellowship, spiritual 

growth and service opportunities while grow-

ing interpersonal relationships to benefit 

each other.ò 

Tickets for the January breakfast will be on 

sale in the FH beginning January 5, 2014. 

      

Gas Grill Needed 

The GOCC Menôs Group is in need of a gas 

grill. If you have one in good working condi-

tion that you would like to donate, please 

contact Lee Miller at 383-5093. Thank you! 

 

Ray Z Bible Study 

The Adult Men & Womenôs Bible Study class is 

currently studying the Book of Acts and the Gos-

pel of John. Please join us on Monday evenings 

at 6:20 in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! 

 

 

 

Christmas Cantata Reception 

We need homemade cookies, bars, and fancy 

bread for the reception in the Fellowship Hall fol-

lowing the Christmas Cantata by our choir. 

Sign up will be available in the FH after church 

on Sundays, December 1 & 8.  

Drop off times in the FH are Tuesday, December 

10 between 2:00 - 3:00 PM or Wednesday, De-

cember 11 before 11:30 AM. If you have any 

questions, call Audrey Pisarz at 269-4846. 

 

 

Caregiverôs Support Group 

Join us at the Hydeôs home for our Christmas 

Caregiverôs Luncheon on December 3 from 

12:30 - 3:00 PM. Our guest speaker will be Ja-

net Rooks from Parrish Senior Solutions.  

Looking forward to fun, food and frivolous be-

havior for all. Call Martha Hyde at 267-3113. 
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Many Thanks!  

To all my friends at The Great Outdoors,  

I want to send a special thanks for the wonder-

ful surprise of well wishes I received. 

I've been so blessed to be able to spend 21 

years at The Great Outdoors. I have made so 

many great friends and memories that I will 

always treasure. My husband, Bill, only got to 

enjoy The Great Outdoors for a few years but 

always called it "Heaven on Earth". Thanks for 

all the hugs and kisses and well wishes!! I am 

starting a new chapter with my daughter in 

Nashville but will always look back to all of you 

with great fondness. A special thanks to Pat 

Hopper for making the surprise possible and 

for all the great memories and friendship we 

have enjoyed together.  

Love to all, Geri Gaggins 

In memory of her husband, Ron, Nedra Jack-

son donated sound equipment to the church. 

With each use, Ron will be remembered for his 

many talents and dedication to serving our 

LORD. 

                             Thank-you! 

To: The Great Outdoors Church Family 

A million thanks goes out to all of you for the 

prayers lifted up for our son, Christopher, be-

fore, during, and as he now heals. 

Christopher is truly a miracle and a blessing (as 

many of you know him personally). We love our 

family at the ñTGOò beyond measure! 

Thank you again, with much love and God 

bless you all! 

Paula & Phil Carlson 

 

Thank you everyone for your support & prayers! 

I was blessed to have great doctors, nurses...as 

well as friends & family through this whole or-

deal. The prayer shawl was very comforting to 

have as well! Iôm blessed beyond measure to 

have such  a great support system! Thanks 

again! 

God Bless! 

Christopher Carlson 

Thank-You! 

Thanks so much for the prayers and visits from 

the Great Outdoors Community Church. Thanks 

for the prayer shawl. 

Kay & Eddie Hammond 
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~ ALL WOMEN ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ~  

ALL MEETINGS WILL BEGIN AT 10 A.M.  

WIC ACTIVITIES FOR 2013 -2014  

Dec. 10 ñMeeting & Luncheon  

Jan. 14 ñMeeting & Luncheon  

Jan. 25 ñFlea Market & Bake Sale  

Feb. 8 ñLove Fest  

Feb. 11 ñMeeting & Luncheon  

Mar. 1 ñOpen Air Market  

Mar. 11 ñLuncheon & Business Mtg.  

Apr. 8 ñSalad Luncheon  

Board Meetings will be the first week of each month.  

Dec. 5, 2013 at 12:00 PM (Choir Rm.) will be the  

Next Board Meeting this season.  

 

WIC Bible Studies  

       Our study in January will be ñGod Is Closer Than You Thinkò, to be led by Betsy 

Dunn, shows how you can enjoy a vibrant, moment-by-moment relationship with our 

heavenly Father. Bestselling author, John Ortberg, reveals the face of God waiting to be 

discovered in the complex mosaic of your life. He shows you Godôs hand stretching to-

ward you. And, with his gift for storytelling, Ortberg illustrates the 

ways you can reach toward God and complete the connection, to 

your joy and his. 

       We will meet at 9:30 each Wednesday morning in the  

Fellowship Hall on the following dates:    

        Jan. 29 ~ Feb. 5 ~ Feb. 12 ~ Feb. 19 ~ Feb. 26 ~ Mar. 5 
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Pictures from the Nov. 12, 2013 WIC Meeting 
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